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Science Matters
3M State of Science Index Manifesto

Science matters to 3M because it is how we solve the 

d\_YQƋ` T_RNaR`a PUNYYR[TR` a\ a_N[`S\_Z Ob`V[R``R`& 

improve lives and make our world a better place. In 

tandem with our principles, science enables us to lead 

societal change - to make the world safer, healthier, 

greener and brighter.

Science matters to society because exponential 
population growth will bring future challenges that only 
science can solve.  

Science should matter to people because our daily lives 

and future quality of life depend on it. But does it? 

Since 2018, we have tracked how the world values science 

through the proprietary 3M State of Science Index (SOSI) 

- a global, original research survey to explore the image of 

`PVR[PR( 6[`VTUa` S_\Z aUR `abQf ]\dR_ ȧ:Ƌ` `PVR[PR 

advocacy efforts around the world. 
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Evolution of the State of Science Index

Wave 1 (2018)
Fielded June/August 2017

/R[PUZN_XRQ V[QVcVQbNY`Ƌ 
perceptions, sentiment and trust 
toward science for the first time 
around the world. 

Wave 2 (2019)
Fielded July-September 2018

Tracked whether and how 
perceptions of science have 
changed over one year.

2e]YNV[RQ aUR ƍdUfƎ ORUV[Q 
certain insights we learned in the 
first year.

Wave 3 
(2020 Pre-Pandemic) 
Fielded August-October 2019

Evaluated trends in science 
perception based on three years 
of tracking data.

Probed deeper into timely topics 
around the world, such as STEM 
inequity, sustainability, etc.

Wave 4 
(2020 Pandemic Pulse) 
Fielded July-August 2020

Aimed to understand how 
perceptions of science have 
shifted since the onset of 
COVID-19.

Identified contrasts in attitudes 
before and during the pandemic 
at a time when science was 
ƍUNcV[T Va` Z\ZR[a(Ǝ

Wave 5 (2021)
Fielded February-March 2021

Seeks to understand and forecast the long -term 
impact of COVID -19 on perceptions of science.

Goes further in -depth into key themes explored 
during waves 3 & 4, including sustainability, STEM 
equity, and leadership in science.
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Who? 

1,000 General 
Population 
respondents per 
country

Where? 

17 Countries: 
Å US
Å Canada
Å UK
Å Germany
Å Poland
Å Brazil
Å Mexico
Å Japan
Å Singapore

NEW to SOSI Global 
Results 

Å South Korea
Å China
Å India
Å France
Å UAE
Å Italy
Å Colombia
Å Australia

It is our largest State of Science Index today, surveying 17countries. 
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Survey methodology & 
timing

20 -minute survey, combination offline and online interviewing*
ÅFielding/interviewing completed February 2, 2021 ƈMarch 23, 2021
ÅData processing, quality control checking, and weighting completed March 24, 2021 -April 12, 2021 

2021 Global 
17-country average 
ÅAll data that that is not tracking, and that we are not comparing with previous waves, is represented by the 17 -country global 

average. 

Global trends: 2018 ƈ
2021
(5 waves)

10-country tracking average
Å When comparisons across previous waves of data are made, the 10-country tracking average is used, rather than the 17 -

Country average. This average is made up of all countries we have consistently surveyed across all five waves.**

Margin of error

At the 95% confidence level
Å 17-country average: +/ - 0.8 percentage points
Å 10-country average: +/ - 1.0 percentage points
Å Each individual country: +/ - 3.10 percentage points

Data in this report Unless otherwise noted with an asterisk, all data in this report is from the 2021 survey.

Science was
defined as:

Science is the process of pursuing knowledge about the world and how things in the world work through 
logically gathering, observing, experimenting and applying truths on a particular subject.

* Slight weighting was done on demographics for each country to achieve better national representation and ensure sample is c onsistent year over year.
**Changes made to countries surveyed over waves: From wave 1 to wave 2, two countries were removed (France and Spain) and rep laced with Saudi Arabia and South Korea. From wave 3 to 4, South Africa and India 
were not included, and UAE was added. From wave 4 to 5, Spain was replaced with France and Colombia, Australia and Italy were added for the first time. 

Additional survey methodology details 
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Setting the scene 

Six months into the pandemic, science became increasingly relevant to 
our lives, catapulting the image of science into a positive territory not 
seen since we started tracking the state of science four years ago.

Events that unfolded between our last survey (fielded Summer of 
2020) and this survey (fielded January 2021) provide context:

By the Fall of 2020 , experts prepared many regions of the world for a 
seasonal escalation of virus transmission. With it came a surge in cases 
and the realization that we still had a long road ahead of us.

Winter brought news of mutations, and for many, a corresponding 
return to lockdown measures. The fear of the unknown was tempered 
only by news about vaccine trials. By the time of this survey's fielding , 
vaccine distribution was underway, signaling an antidote to the virus ƈ
and our reduced lives. 

But what happened next? As we acclimated to living under the 
constraints of a global pandemic - would our newfound trust in science 
continue to thrive? Or would pandemic fatigue set in and return us to a 
state of indifference?

INSERT VISUAL FROM 3M LIBRARY


